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AGENDA

The Dakota ELP Assessment

History

Test Levels and Materials

Administration Schedule and Critical Dates

Administration of the SPEAKING Test

Test Coordinators’ Responsibilities

Receive, Inventory, and Distribute Test 
Materials

Train Test Administrators

Collect, Organize, and Return Test Materials
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DELP or SELP?

• In 2006, the Stanford English Language 
Proficiency (SELP) assessment was 
augmented to fully assess the South 
Dakota State English Language Learner 
(ELL) Proficiency Standards at the 
Elementary, Middle, and High School 
levels. 

• This new assessment is known as the 
Dakota English Language Proficiency
assessment (Dakota ELP).
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WHO SHOULD TAKE 
THE DELP?

The Dakota ELP assessment must be 
administered each spring to students 
identified as limited English proficient 
(LEP) in grades K–12.

The Dakota ELP is the required
assessment used to document LEP 
students’ annual progress in the 
attainment of English language 
proficiency. 

Once a student scores PROFICIENT
they are no longer in the LEP program.
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ASSESSMENT AND 
GRADE LEVELS

Assessment Levels:

Primary (grades K through 2)

Elementary (grades 3 through 5)

Middle School (grades 6 through 8)

High School    (grades 9 through 12)

Materials are ordered through Spectrum 
and packaged in fives.
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TEST MATERIALS 
(SELP AND DELP)

The augmented items of the Dakota ELP
assessment are:

Provided in a supplemental student test booklet.

To be administered with the SELP assessment. 

Given to students at the Elementary, Middle, and 
High School levels.

The SELP assessment has not been 
augmented for the primary level (K–2). 

(All references to the Dakota ELP
administration are inclusive of the Primary 
SELP assessment.)
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MATERIALS for K–2 

Primary (K–2) test materials include:

SELP Test Booklet

SELP Speaking Test Booklet

SELP Directions for Administering

8

© 2008 Harcourt Assessment, Inc. 

MATERIALS RECEIVED

Elementary, Middle, and High School level 
test materials include:

SELP Test Booklet 

Dakota ELP Test Booklet - a separate 
stand-alone test booklet with additional 
Listening and Reading math questions 
to assess ELL Standards

Dakota ELP Response Booklet

Dakota ELP Directions for Administering
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ADMINISTERING
THE ASSESSMENT

Ensure that teachers and/or examiners 
administering the Elementary, Middle, 
and High School levels of the Dakota ELP
assessment understand that students 
will:

Use TWO test booklets.
Record their responses in ONE 
response booklet.

Note: The Primary level (K–2) has only 
the SELP book.
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RECOMMENDED ORDER OF     
TEST ADMINISTRATION

Recommended order of subtest administration

SUBTEST FORMAT

SELP Listening Multiple-choice

SELP Writing Conventions Multiple-choice

SELP Reading Multiple-choice

Dakota ELP Listening (Elementary,     
Middle, High)

Multiple-choice

Dakota ELP Reading (Elementary, 
Middle, High)

Multiple-choice

SELP Writing Performance-based

SELP Speaking (individually 
administered)

Performance-based
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IMPORTANT DATES
• Nov. 26– Dec. 14, 2007 DELP enrollment 

collection via Spectrum

• Jan. 14–17, 2008 DELP pre-test workshop

• Jan. 21–25, 2008 DELP Additional Order 
window via Spectrum

• Feb. 4–22, 2008 Test administration

• Feb. 27, 2008 All scorables must be 
picked up 

• Feb. 29, 2008 All scorables due back 
at Harcourt Assessment

• May 15, 2008 ELP results delivered to 
districts 
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Test Coordinator Handbook

• We have updated the Test 
coordinator Handbook so that all 
three programs are contained in 
one manual.

All general information that applies to 
all three programs can be found in the 
front of the manual
Individual sections are identified 
towards the back of the manual.
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Additional Orders
• Spectrum order window is January 21 - 25, 2008

• 10% overage is received by EVERY school, and 
materials are packaged in 5’s.

• Be sure to use all overage prior to ordering 
materials – as quantities are limited

• If materials are needed (test books/response 
booklets) visit harcourtspectrum.com to place your 
order

• DFA/TCH is posted on the DOE web-site                      
for downloading if extra copies are needed
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PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY

The primary responsibility of the test coordinator is to act 
as a liaison between the test administrators and Harcourt 
Assessment. 

The major responsibilities include:

Ordering DELP materials via Spectrum.

Receiving and inventorying test materials.

Training the test administrators to administer the test.

Ensuring the security of the test materials.

Distributing the test materials.

Monitoring activities during the test administration.

Document collection and organization.

Packing and shipping all test materials.
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RESPONSIBILITY TO 
TRAIN

It is the test coordinator’s 
responsibility to provide training for 
the school’s test administrators 
(and building coordinators) to 
ensure the successful administration 
of the Dakota ELP assessment.

This training should include 
information provided by the South 
Dakota Department of Education 
and Harcourt Assessment, the Test 
Coordinator’s Handbook, and the 
Directions for Administering.
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TEST COORDINATOR’S 
KIT INCLUDES:

Pre ID Labels 
Test Coordinator Handbook (DELP/STEP-A and 
DSTEP combined)
Packing List
Cover Letter
Master File Sheet(s)
SSID Sheets (pre-filled & blank)
UPS Return Information & Labels
Orange Peel-&-Stick Labels (for SCORABLE 
materials)
Green Peel-&-Stick Labels (for NONSCORABLE 
materials)
Paper Bands
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OTHER
RESPONSIBILITIES

Test administrators are to complete student identification 
information prior to the administration of the Dakota ELP
assessment. 

PRE-IDENTIFICATION LABELS AND DEMOGRAPHICS
• PRE-ID labels are provided in the test coordinator kit

These labels were produced from the SIMS database in 
early December

• Review labels for accuracy
• Only apply labels to scannable documents (Primary Test 

Booklet, Elementary, Middle and High School Response 
Booklets)

STUDENT ID NUMBER

• Use the Student Identification Management System (SIMS) 
9-digit number.

• If you do not know the student’s SIMS number or a student 
does not have a SIMS number, contact your local SIMS 
Coordinator.
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Students
WITHOUT Pre-Id Labels

Students WITHOUT Pre-ID labels, demographic 
information must be completed by hand. 

If label information is incorrect – discard 
label and grid the correct information.  
Information in the pre-id labels will over-
ride ANY gridding.
All students (including those with Pre-ID labels) 
should write their names (and other 
identification information) in Box 1 of the 
answer document.
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DEMOGRAPHIC PAGE
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Pre-ID Label Placement

• Place label in area of answer document 
that says “place pre-id label here”
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CLOSE-UP 
“For Teacher Use Only”



22

© 2008 Harcourt Assessment, Inc. 

TEST COORDINATOR’S
RESPONSIBILITIES (continued)

Collect all scorable student response 
booklets and all assessment materials 
from building coordinators and/or test 
administrators. 

Separate the scorable student response 
booklets from the non-scorable 
assessment materials.

Continue with the verification and 
organization process.

Return all materials
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RETURNING MATERIALS 

Once testing is completed, 
test coordinators must return ALL

Dakota ELP and SELP 
scorable documents

to Harcourt Assessment
as soon as possible

in order for them to arrive 
NO LATER THAN

February 29, 2008.
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RETURNING MATERIALS 
(continued)

Scorable materials are to be packed by 
school and grade and in the order in 
which they are listed on the Master File 
Sheet.

completed scorable SELP Primary-level 
test/response booklets 

completed scorable Dakota ELP
response booklets for Elementary, 
Middle, and High School levels

NON-SCORABLES – test booklets (used 
and unused), DFAs, etc.
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Test Coordinator’s Responsibility: 
Packing Materials for Return

• Organize the scorable 
response booklets by 
classroom/grade for 
each building.

• Verify and/or complete 
the Scoring Service 
Identification (SSID) 
Sheets.

• Complete the Master File 
Sheet and be sure to 
include it with the 
scorable materials.
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Test Coordinator’s Responsibility: 
Returning Materials

ALL MATERIALS 
ARE TO BE RETURNED TO 

HARCOURT ASSESSMENT INCLUDING:
* Scorable Response Booklets
*  Non-scorable Test Materials 

Do NOT pack 
SCORABLE and NON-SCORABLE 

materials in the same box!
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SCORING
THE

SPEAKING SUBTEST

Dakota English Language 
Proficiency Assessment
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WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

• Describe the Speaking subtest. 

• Explain the different types of 
speaking items.

• Examine the detailed Speaking rubric 
and identify the primary scoring 
criteria for each item type.

• Apply the rubric criteria and practice 
scoring student speaking responses 
presented on DVD.
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SPEAKING SUBTEST

FEATURES
• Individually administered
• Simple to administer and score
• Approximately 15 minutes per 

student
• Teacher-scored using simple scoring 

form that is found in the Primary 
Test Booklet (K–2) and in the 
answer/response booklets (3–12)
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TEST ADMINISTRATION

The questions are read to the 
student by the Test Administrator 
from the Directions for 
Administering (DFA).

The Speaking test questions, along 
with graphics, are printed in the 
test booklet for each student to 
read while the test administrator is 
dictating the test.
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SPEAKING ITEM TYPES

Four different item types: 

• Repeat/Read Aloud
• Sentence Completion
• Storytelling
• Social Interaction
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SPEAKING SUBTEST 
OVERVIEW
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OBJECTIVES MEASURED

• Phonetic and structural accuracy

• Informational and social 
appropriateness

• Overall intelligibility and fluency
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COMPLETE 
SPEAKING RUBRIC

• Speaking Rubrics provide 
in-depth explanation of criteria
for each item type

• Found in the Directions for 
Administering
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COMPLETE RUBRIC
WARM–UP
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COMPLETE RUBRIC:
REPEAT/READ ALOUD
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COMPLETE RUBRIC:
SENTENCE COMPLETION
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COMPLETE RUBRIC:
STORYTELLING
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COMPLETE RUBRIC:
STORYTELLING (continued)
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COMPLETE RUBRIC: 
SOCIAL INTERACTION
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SPEAKING SCORING FORM

• The Speaking Scoring Form is an 
abbreviated version of the complete 
rubric.

• Used by the test administrator for 
scoring student speaking responses.

• Found in the test/response booklet. 
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SPEAKING
SCORING FORM
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SPEAKING 
SCORING FORM
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SPEAKING 
SCORING FORM

STORYTELLING
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SPEAKING 
SCORING FORM
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PROMPTING STUDENTS
• Use three warm-up questions to make 

sure you can hear the students.

• Use sample items to make sure students 
understand what they need to do.

• When presenting operational items to a 
student, the test administrator should 
follow the text of the DFA exclusively 
without deviation.

• Only under extenuating circumstances 
(e.g. fire drill, loud noises) that do not 
allow the student to hear the test 
administrator to hear the student response 
can the speaking item be repeated.
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SOUTH DAKOTA DOE
CONTACT INFORMATION

Dr. Sara Waring
Director Title III

Phone: 605-773-4693
Fax: 605-773-3782

Email: sara.waring@state.sd.us
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HARCOURT ASSESSMENT
CONTACT INFORMATION

Carol Sekinger, 
Program Manager

210·339·5679
carol_sekinger@harcourt.com

Yardley Poché, 
Program Administrator

210·339·5652
yardley_poche@harcourt.com

Martha Lopez,
Program Coordinator

210·339·5616
martha_lopez@harcourt.com

Harcourt Customer Support Center: 800-763-2306
customersupportcenter@harcourt.com


